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10.30am Service led by John Venables
6pm Raising Praise

4th Oct - 10.30am Service led by Tabz

11th Oct - 10.30am Service led by Debs Attwater
- 6.30pm Circuit Service at Liverpool Road Church

Image: Exodus 17:6 Minister:

Rev Ernie Grimshaw
Our Mission is to share the heart of Tel: 07922 082334

God at the heart of the community Email: revgrimshaw@outlook.com
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Lectionary Reacﬁ'ngs 27th Sejotemﬁer 2026

Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32
(Year A)

Weeﬂy Activities

Mondays 10am-4pm Warm Space

Tuesdays 7.30am Ecumenical Prayers

here at Leyland

Road/October - Canning Rd

2.30pm Fellowship Group
Thursdays 10am Toddler Group

Pmyer

Gracious God, you give the water of
eternal life through Jesus Christ your
Son. May we always turn to you,
the spring of life and source of
goodness; through the same Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Paul Gray

As many of you will know, Paul Gray is currently in hospital, and we are all
hoping he will soon be well enough to return home.
There is a card at the back of the church for anyone who would like to sign it
and send Paul their love, thoughts and prayers for a speedy recovery. Please
do sign the card this weekend so that we can send it on to Paul next week.

Finance & Prgoerty

Meeting of the Finance & Property Committee to be held on Monday 5th
October @ 6.00 pm in the Wesley Suite.

[istening Events- Next Stage

Following the vote to explore further the possibility of hubs/governance, we
are moving to the next stage of the Listening Events. We are invited to meet
Brec Seaton who has been appointed by the Circuit. She is going to facilitate
exploring this next stage.
As such, a meeting is arranged for Leyland Road on 21st October, 7-9 p.m.
All are welcome.
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07957262656 with your menu choices, give the flyer to Carol, Neil Mackenzie or
Neville Barnes or place menu in the box in the lounge by Sunday 25th. Thank

Dining Club
Next Diners Club will be on Wednesday 28th October 6pm at the Mount.
Please email or phone Carol MacKenzie carol.mack5@gmail.com

you.

Presence

Wz

SATURDAYS
10.30am - 12pm

¥ 17th October = ff_ QE

oriee Lounge
¥ 14th November at Leyland Road Church
¥ 12th December MR e

A light breakfast will be served,
with tea and coffee available.

A, are invited, and all are very welcome.) § &

For further details please contact
Jean McKenna 07881 505564 or David Attwater.

We have an active prayer chain here at Leyland Road. If you would like to ask

Prayer Chain

for prayer for yourself or another person, please contact Janice Young or

Diane Parkinson and your request will be passed along the prayer chain in
complete confidence.

Janice Young - 01704 564827 Diane Parkinson - 07929 970821

Leyland Road Methodist Church Southport PR9 9JQ

Charity No. 1129905  Phone: 01704 536648
lucy@southportmethodist.org.uk
Web: leylandroadmethodist.org.uk Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8998316344
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When the Water Runs Dry

There are times in life when it can feel as though the water has run dry.

In Exodus 17, the Israelites find themselves in the wilderness with nothing to drink.
They are tired, anxious and frustrated. Their question to Moses is a very human one:
“Why did you bring us up out of Egypt?” They had already experienced God'’s guidance

and provision, yet in this new moment of difficulty, fear quickly took over. Perhaps

we recognise something of ourselves in them.

Faith does not mean that we never question, worry or feel uncertain. There are
seasons when life changes unexpectedly; when health becomes a concern,
relationships are strained, plans fall apart, or the future looks very different from the
one we had imagined. In those moments, it is understandable to wonder, “Where is
God in this?”

The remarkable thing about this story is not that the people complained. It is what
God did next.

God told Moses to strike the rock, and water flowed from it.

A rock seems an unlikely place to find water. It looks hard, dry and lifeless. Yet the
very thing that appeared incapable of giving life became the place from which
refreshment came. Sometimes God's grace reaches us in unexpected ways too. It
may come through a kind word at exactly the right moment, through the support of
someone we did not expect, through a quiet strength we did not know we had, or
through a new path opening when another has closed.

This does not mean that every hardship has a simple explanation, nor that we
should pretend difficult things do not hurt. But perhaps this passage reminds us that
a dry season does not necessarily mean that God has left us.

The Israelites asked, “Is the Lord among us or not?” It is a question people have asked
ever since.

When life feels dry, uncertain or difficult, are we still able to look for signs of God's
presence in places we might otherwise overlook?

The rock looked empty, yet water came from it. Perhaps that is the quiet hope of this
story: even when we cannot yet see the way forward, God may still be at work. And
sometimes, from the hardest and most unexpected places, new life can begin to
flow.




