
Leyland Road 
Methodist Church

Worship
Sunday 2nd August
10.30am Service led by Shirley Potts
6.30pm Bible Month at Cornerstone led by Rev Chris Humble
Sunday 9th August
10.30am Local Arrangement Service 
6.30pm Bible Month at Liverpool Road Church led by John Venables
Sunday 16th August
9am Circuit Service of Holy Communion at PPW
10.30am Service led by Rodney Hoyle
6.30pm Bible Month at Formby Church led by Colin Fyles
Sunday 23rd August
10.30am AAW & Holy Communion Service led by Rev Ernie Grimshaw
6.30pm Bible Month Here led by Shirley Potts
Sunday 30th August
11am Circuit Service at Lord St West Church - No Service Here

Our Mission is to share the heart of 
God at the heart of the community

Minister: 
     Rev Ernie Grimshaw
     Tel: 07922 082334
     Email: revgrimshaw@outlook.com

Minister: Rev Sonya Marshall
Tel: 07824 398263
Email: sonyatolley@icloud.com

August Notices
2026

I’d like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas, and thank you for all your kindness and support throughout the 

year

26th July 2026 
10.30am All Age Service led by Rev Ernie Grimshaw
4pm Circuit Retirement Service of Rev Patrick Evans at Ainsdale

2nd Aug - 10.30am Service led by Shirley Potts
   - 6.30pm Bible Month at Cornerstone
         

Image: Matthew 13.31-33

Our Mission is to share the heart of 
God at the heart of the community

Lectionary Readings 26th July 2026
Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105:1-11,45b; Romans 8.26-39; Matthew 13.31-33,44-52 

(Year A )
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Bible Study
Bible Study is on Tuesday evenings 
7pm on zoom - Romans.

Weekly Activities
Mondays

Tuesdays

Ecumenical Prayer 
Meeting

 7.30am Tuesdays in July at 
Liverpool Road Methodist Church.

Prayer
Merciful God, increase in us your love 

and grace, that we may seek your 
truth, serve our neighbours with 

compassion, and walk faithfully in the 
way of Christ. Strengthen us by your 
Holy Spirit, and lead us in hope and 

peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Prayer Time  
Wednesdays at 7pm via Zoom 

All Welcome 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/899831
6344 Or call: 0203 481 5240ID:899 

831 6344 # #

Flowers
This week's Church flowers have 
been given in memory of Albert 

Carney.

11am-2pm Welcome Space

7.30am Ecumenical Prayers

 at St Patrick’s Church

 

“When I was thirsty you gave me something to 
drink” 

Tea and coffee making is one of the most important jobs in the church. Do you 
have what it takes? Are you able to go on the Sunday morning Rota? This is an 

important interactive ministry. 

Tea & Coffee
Would you like the opportunity to help serve Coffee/tea on Sunday morning? 

No previous experience needed! Rota in Coffee lounge.

2.30pm Fellowship Group

10am Toddler Group 

Thursdays

9.30am Spanish Tots Class

10.30am Spanish Babies Class 

Fridays

6.15pm Boogie Bounce

Help Needed to Serve Sunday Morning 
Tea/Coffee

If you feel able to help in this ministry please
 add your name on the rota in the kitchen. 

Thank you.

Spring is just around
 the corner
      Hallelujah!! …… but we need help in the 

Community Garden & Welcome Bed.
      Please speak to Neil Mackenzie or Joan Hayward if 

you feel you could help in any way.  
THANK YOU.

Prayer Handbooks
The prayer handbooks have arrived. 

They are available to purchase for 
£4.50 please see Lucy in the office if 

you would like a copy.

Bra Bank
Please continue to place your donations in the box located in the School 

Rooms. Thank you.

Raising Praise
Please note that the next Raising Praise was missing from the preaching plan. 

The service will take place this Sunday 22nd February at 6.00pm at Leyland 
Road Methodist Church. Everyone is very welcome.

Safeguarding Foundation Training
A face to face foundation module safeguarding training course is taking place 

on Wednesday 17th June 2026 at 1.30pm at PPW on Scarisbrick New Road, 
Southport.

If you would like to book on, please email Debs Attwater on 
safeguarding@southportmethodist.org.uk or tell your church's safeguarding 

officer. Thank you Finance & Property
Meeting of the Finance & Property Committee to be held on Monday 13th July 

@ 5.00 pm in the Parlour.

Garden Help Needed
Have you noticed the beautiful borage in the Welcome Bed — the 

blue-flowered herb with cucumber-flavoured leaves?
You may also have noticed that the area around the church office 
could do with a little tidying, including clearing weeds and dead 

leaves. If you feel able to help, even for a short time, please let Joan 
Hayward know. Your help would be very much appreciated.

Gardening Help Needed at Hatherlow House
Many of you will know Anne Cox, one of our Supernumerary Ministers, who is 
looking for a little help with maintaining the plants on her patio at Hatherlow 

House, as she is no longer able to care for them herself.
There are also several other residents in a similar situation who would greatly 

appreciate a helping hand to keep their plants looking their best.
If you are fit and able, enjoy gardening, and would be interested in helping, 

Anne would be delighted to hear from you. She would be very happy to offer 
payment for anyone able to provide this assistance.

Please contact Anne on 01704 545338 for a chat.

Leyland Road Drama Group
We're still looking for anyone interested in being part of a new drama group at 
Leyland Road. Whether you'd like to act, write scripts, help behind the scenes, 

make the tea, or simply have ideas to share, we'd love to hear from you.
If you'd like to get involved, please give your name, telephone number and any 

ideas to Shelagh Swift. Any help will be greatly appreciated!

Circuit Retirement Service
Everyone is warmly invited to a special Circuit Service to mark the retirement 
of Rev Patrick Evans on this Sunday 26th July at 4.00pm at Ainsdale Methodist 

Church. Join us as we give thanks for Patrick's ministry and wish him well in 
his retirement. After the service everyone is welcome to stay for a Faith Tea.  If 
you are able to do so please bring something savoury or sweet to share. Tea, 

Coffee & soft drinks will be provided.

Gift Day Update
We're delighted to announce that £7,500 was raised through our Gift Day. 

Thank you once again to everyone for your generosity and support.

Dining Club
Next Diners Club will be on Thursday 27th August 12.30pm at the Mount. 

Please email or phone Carol MacKenzie carol.mack5@gmail.com  
07957262656 with your menu choices, give the flyer to Carol, Neil Mackenzie or 
Neville Barnes or place menu in the box in the lounge by Sunday 23rd. Thank 

you. 
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Lent Taketime
Coming soon…..watch this space!

Toddler/Baby 
Group

The combined Toddler/ Baby 
Boogie group Thursdays term-time 

10am - 11.30am.

Methodist Women 
in Britain

Afternoon Tea
Saturday 16th July at Leyland Road 

Church Coffee Lounge
4pm-6pm

All Welcome!
In aid of The Whitechapel Centre 

which helps homeless people and 
families.

Suggested donation £5
Please call 01704 536648 to book.

Dietary needs available if 
arranged when booked.

Food Donations
We have placed a ‘Compassion Acts’ 

food collection box in the Church 
Lounge. 

Please help if you are able,  
donating non perishable items, to 

those in need, during these difficult 
times. 

Ecumenical Prayer 
Meeting

7.30am Tuesdays in February at 
Community Church.

Finance & Property
Meeting of the Finance & Property 

Committee to be held on Thursday 

9th February 2023 at 7.00pm in the 

Wesley Suite.

Sunday Morning Coffee/Tea Rota 

  We need helpers for our Sunday morning Coffee/Tea rota.
CAN YOU PLEASE HELP

 Open to everyone!   (We’re not sexist or ageist)
     The Rota is in the Coffee Lounge Kitchen. THANK YOU

Raising Praise
The next Raising Praise will be 
Sunday 28th May, 6.00pm at 
Leyland Road. All welcome!

Harbour
All welcome! Drop in for a cup of 
tea and a chat. Tuesdays 2pm at 

Leyland Road Church
AGM

22nd May 7pm in the Church lounge.

Compassion Acts Basket
Please help Compassion Acts with any tinned goods, dried food, toiletries, 

washing powder etc.
Thank you.

Church Council
Our next Church Council meeting will take place on Tuesday 3rd October at 

7pm in the Church lounge. 

Stamps for RNIB
Please keep your used stamps especially over Christmas for the RNIB. There is 

a box for them in the coffee lounge. This is ongoing during the year.
Thank you.

Vicki

Setting Up Rooms
Most of our activities set up themselves but we need a fit person to set up (or 

set down) chairs in rooms by arrangement 
Please contact John A if you can offer this help.

Leyland Road Methodist Church Southport PR9  9JQ
Charity No. 1129905      Phone: 01704 536648 

lucy@southportmethodist.org.uk     
Web: leylandroadmethodist.org.uk Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8998316344

Help Needed
The WELCOME BED would welcome some care 

(dead-heading & collecting dead leaves).  

Would love to have a chat. Joan Hayward. 

November 9th Morning Service
Preacher Rev Ernie Grimshaw

We will be offering  a warm welcome to friends of Ernie & Nicky who are 
visiting Southport, Mr Mark and Mrs Jane Powell, Jane has a Healing Ministry 
and Mark a Local Preacher, Mark will be joining Ernie in leading the Service of 

Remembrance.

Parish Nursing Service
The Parish Nursing Service is now live, offering 

support to families affected by children’s 
neurodiversity within the Southport Methodist 

Circuit.
The service is based at Leyland Road Methodist 
Church and is delivered by two specialist NMC-

registered nurses.
For enquiries or referrals, please contact:

Debs: 07587 848494 Kathryn: 07345 179328

Stamps for RNIB
Please save your used stamps for the RNIB. A collection basket is available in 
the coffee lounge, this initiative runs throughout the year. Your contributions 

are greatly appreciated. Thank you for your support!

Prayer Chain
We have an active prayer chain here at Leyland Road. If you would like to ask 

for prayer for yourself or another person, please contact Janice Young or 
Diane Parkinson and your request will be passed along the prayer chain in 

complete confidence.
Janice Young – 01704 564827            Diane Parkinson – 07929 970821

Houghton Weavers
Leyland Rd Church, Southport Friday 18th September

7.30pm Start (doors open 6.45pm) Tickets £16 (QR code)
Tel: Christine: 07808 271671 or in person from 

the venue: Tel: (01704) 536648 
(Mon - Thurs 9am-1pm not in Aug)

houghtonweavers.com

Church Notices
If you have any items you want including in the notices please let Lucy Lloyd 

know on 01704 536648 or lucy@southportmethodist.org.uk. 

Raising Praise
The next Circuit Raising Praise takes place on this Sunday 28th June at 6pm. 

Everyone is warmly invited to join us!

LR Kids August Break
Please note that LR Kids will be taking a break throughout August. There will 

still be colouring activities available at the front of the church during the 
service, but there will be no separate children's sessions. We look forward to 

welcoming everyone back to our usual activities in September.

Prayer Presence Event 
Saturday 18th July 10:30am–12:00pm. 

A light breakfast will be served, with tea 
and coffee available.  All are invited, 

and all are very welcome.

Acacia Court Summer Fayre
Everyone is warmly invited to the Acacia Court Summer Fayre on Saturday 8th 

August, from 1.00pm to 5.00pm.
There will be a variety of stalls, live singers and plenty to enjoy. All are very 

welcome to come along and support this community event.
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followed by a gathering to give thanks for Norman’s life and to 
celebrate God’s grace shown through him at 12.30pm on 

Friday 6th March in the church hall.
Everyone is warmly invited to join us, with time to share 

memories and be together. Light Lunch and refreshments will 
be provided.

Children's Work & Messy Church Meeting
Have you been involved in children's work before, volunteered with children, or would you 
simply like to help out? We'd love to see you at an informal meeting to discuss restarting 
Messy Church this September.
Monday 27th July 12:00 noon The Parlour, Leyland Road Church
Please enter through the red double doors, where PJ will be there to welcome you.
Whether you can help regularly or just occasionally, everyone is welcome. A DBS check is 
preferred for those working with children but isn't essential if you'd simply like to come 
along, find out more, or lend a hand.
For more information, please contact PJ on 07842 728447.

It was good to see so many people at the Circuit Service last Sunday when we rightly 
celebrated Patrick Evans’ ministry among us. We wish him every blessing as he 

moves into a new phase of life and ministry. Technically we don’t call it a retirement 
because ordination is a life-long vocation, but we are given permission to step down 
from various duties, such as holding the pastoral charge of churches. So, Patrick will 

be added to our list of supernumeraries. That’s a Latin word meaning “over the 
number”, so we have, in addition to those stationed by the Conference to serve this 

Circuit, additional presbyters and deacons (collectively known as ministers) who 
continue to exercise a ministry whilst drawing a pension!

Patrick’s wife, Louise, was also presented with flowers as a mark of our esteem for 
her support of Patrick throughout his years of service. It was Louise who addressed 
the Inter-Faith Group recently in connection with the charity “Let’s Be Blunt”. It is this 

cause I wish to highlight.

I am mindful that I write these words in the week of the second anniversary of the 
stabbing of three young girls in our town. The work of “Let’s Be Blunt” is about 
seeking to remove sharp-pointed knives from our everyday lives. As a group of 
religious leaders, we affirmed our overwhelming support to do what we can to 

remove sharp-pointed knives from our buildings, so that they may not be used to 
harm other people. It is possible to purchase blunted-point knives instead (we were 

shown examples), or to adapt the knives we already have by removing the sharp 
point (if you know someone who has an angle grinder!). So, I invite you to take a look 
in your church kitchen at the cutlery, see what might be readily available that has a 

sharp point, and take action. It was heartening that representatives from all the 
major religious groups in the town were keen for us to take this small step to make 

our buildings safer spaces. It was also wonderful that, in a world of so much division, 
we could present a united front. It may be that there is a need for a conversation in 

your local church about this issue.

This week we begin our Bible Month focus on Philippians with Circuit evening 
services at various churches, beginning with Cornerstone on 2nd August at 6.30pm, 

followed by Liverpool Road on 9th August, Formby on 16th August and Leyland Road 
on 23rd August. You may find it helpful to familiarise yourself with Paul’s Letter to 

the Philippians.

As wildfires rage in France and Spain, and fires have also broken out in Scotland 
following many very dry weeks without rain brought about by climate change, many 
people have been affected. Please pray for firefighters, farmers, healthcare workers 

and all those affected.

With every good wish for the month of August.

Christopher


