
Letter From Reverend Marie-Anne Kent                                               
Dear Friends     Matthew 18:15-20 
I love Dave Walker’s church based cartoons.  One of my favourite ones is the 
church kitchen covered in passive aggressive notes about what users should and 
should not do. It makes me laugh but would be a sign of a dysfunctional family 
if our kitchens at home were like it.  

We hear in 
Matthew 
18:20 that 
Jesus is in 
the room 
with us. 
Wherever 
we are   
gathered, 
Jesus is 
there. Jesus 
is here with 
us when we 
worship. 
Jesus is with 
us when we                        
sit down for                                        

a church council, or when we gather for Bible study, or when we do the       
washing up!  Even when only two or three people gather, Jesus is there.  I am 
guessing that is whether we meet face to face or indeed in Zoom meeting 
rooms.    This passage offers us a great deal of comfort, but it is also a double-
edged sword coming as it does at the end of a passage about conflict.  When 
you stand face-to-face with the person who has hurt you, when you look in the 
eye of the person with whom you have a disagreement, Jesus is right there with 
you. This is one of those truths that is both a blessing and a challenge. Yes, 
Christ is present with us—thanks be to God! And yes, Christ is present with 
us—so we really ought to act like it. 
As Christians, we are called to a high standard of behaviour. We are called to 
behave to do the right thing, to address conflict directly and fairly. It is not easy. 
Many of us would rather skirt around the issue, avoid talking about it, and leave 
passive-aggressive notes, hoping the other person will get the hint, rather than 
talk to the person directly. And Christ is present with us. When we try, Christ is 
present. When we fail, Christ is present. When we succeed, even a little, Christ 
is present.  Where two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name, he is there among 
them. Christ is with us. Let’s try to live like it. 
And don’t forget to ‘Empty the teapot and stand upside down on the draining 

board.’            Marie-Anne                                                                                                          
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Good News                
We will be reopening for a short act of 
worship on Sunday 6th September at 
10.30 in a similar format to our 
Wednesday 11am services will also 
continue.  Because of limited       
numbers due to Covid restrictions 
we are asking that you to book in 
for either the Sunday or Wednesday 
service (but not both) through the 
church office from Monday through 
to Thursday . The Sunday service is 
particularly aimed at those who are at 
work and not available during the 
week. We are also planning to stream 
the Sunday service so you can join in 
at home on your tv/device, and the 
circuit service will also continue 
online - both of these will be live and 
and available for catch up later.  
Please remember there is still no                     
singing and masks are compulsory    
unless you are exempt.   

 

Wednesdays At .7.00pm   
Prayer Meeting  via Zoom  (details 
above) All welcome    

LEYLAND ROAD ZOOM MEETING ROOM – for all church meetings 
 

Please don't Rush off!  
A virtual tea, or coffee, and 
warm   welcome awaits you 
after our online  service on 
Sunday on                     

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/8998316344 

Prayer                                                           
The Prayer Chain is         
running, Contact Church 
Office confidentially. Please obtain 
the persons  permission. Thank you 
. 

Circuit Service               
6th September  2020                                                

This week our Circuit Service will tak-
en  by Rev Dr Sheryl Anderson.  The 
service will be available from 11am via 
the  circuit website https://
southportmethodist.org.uk/ or on 
YouTube and can be viewed at any 
time afterwards  http://
southportmethodist.org.uk/
sundayservice   Download the Study 
Guide here: https://
www.preachweb.org/books-and-
diaries/bible-month-30-days-with-ruth
-digital-copy     
You can also dial in and listen 01704 
335755 - a local call but check your  
network charges  

Let Us Pray… , Lord God, this week 

marks a beginning for many people in 
our communities. Children and staff 
will continue to return to school after 

many months of   disrupted learning. 
The Methodist Church begins a new 
year and Ministers will start new 
Church  appointments in this difficult 

working climate of social distancing.  
We  pray for Your presence, Your 
strength and Your guidance each day 

and thank you for your faithfulness to 
us . In Jesus name we pray, Amen 

Leyland Road Methodist Church 

Southport PR9 9JQ Phone: 01704 536648 

Please leave a message if no-one       
available to answer your call or Email: 
leyland.road@btopenworld.com      
Web: leylandroadmethodist.org.uk 
 

Don’t forget to book in for the 
Act of Worship on a Wednesday 
or a Sunday Service at the Office 
by email or telephone ( Answer 
Machine available ) Monday—
Thursday by Noon to ensure a 
seat is available. If you forget to 
book in please still come and we 
will do our best to accommodate 
you. 

 
ALTITUDE WITH 
SONYA AND DONKEY 
During the lockdown period 
we have started a new      
ministry to families.  We 
have been sending out  “online”       
Altitude to our church family contacts. 
These are  parents and kids who came 
to Baby Boogies, Toddler group and  
Power Station and Sunday Altitude. 
We send over 30 copies by e mail. We 
cover a new Bible story each week 
with links to videos and songs.            
In addition we include a video by “ 
Sonya and Donkey” which also covers 
our subject for the week.  In total we 
have had over 300 viewings. 
Here is a link to last week’s video on 
Noah .  https://youtu.be/JuxBh6n4zZs 

You can find previous ones by          
typing  “youtube sonya and donkey”   
into your browser  
Do have a browse.                                     

Sonya and John  Family News                                
Congratulations to Neil on his         
retirement at the end of July.   Prayers 
for him and Carol at this time of tran-
sition.  I am sure like every   retired 
person he will soon wonder how he 
had time to go to work.  

CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE 
The Church Council held on 25th     
August via Zoom heard that the 
church finances were not as bad as 
initially feared, but we cannot be   
complacent as we still have a          
significant loss projected for 
2020.  This was achieved because of a 
cut back on spending on property, an 
assessment holiday and a grant from 
the circuit.  The budget will be        
reviewed in November.  The church is 
reopening slowly for worship and  
outside    bookings.  We are grateful to 
Paul and the group who have enabled 
this to happen.  We are exploring a 
mixed economy for worship as we 
move forward, with the circuit online 
service and our own service streamed 
for those unable to come to 
church.  The Church Safeguarding 
policy was  renewed.  This is an      
important document for us all, please 
ask to see a copy.  The Church         
Review which the leadership team has 
prepared was well received.  A paper 
is now being prepared for distribution, 
with a General Church Meeting 
planned for 15th October at 
7pm.  Papers will be sent out in early 
October via email and post.  Minutes 
will be  available soon.  Our next 
Church Council is on Thursday 5th            
November.      Marie-Anne 
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