
Letter From Reverend Marie-Anne Kent            Matthew 20:1-16 

The BBC have just announced how much they are paying their top presenters.  In      
recent years this has created quite a stir as it became clear that female presenters were 
not paid the same as their male counterparts.  The film ‘Made in Dagenham’ told the 
story of the Ford sewing machinists strike in1968 that aimed for equal pay for women 
and there is still clearly a long way to go. Talking about how much we earn is not 
something we are comfortable with.  What we are comfortable with is our                    
understanding of fairness and this parable rides a coach and horses through that.  
 
Jesus loved to use everyday life as the basis for his stories, but there are several things 
in this parable that just don’t add up. It doesn’t add up that the owner keeps coming 
back to the marketplace to hire more workers throughout the day. And the most         
obvious thing that doesn’t add up is the way the workers get paid at the end of the day. 
It just doesn’t make sense to pay them in reverse order. There would have been no 
complaints from the first workers hired if they had just taken their money and left,      
before the later workers received their pay. They would never have known how much 
the other workers got paid, and they wouldn’t have cared. They got what was promised 
to them, and that would have been good enough. 
 
You can imagine their surprise when they see workers, who had barely been in the 
vineyard long enough to break a sweat, getting a full day’s pay. You can imagine how 
they step up to the table smiling and expectant, ready to be generously rewarded for 
their full day’s work.  They are already planning what they are going to spend it 
on.  And then then the manager drops into their hand just one denarius. A usual day’s 
pay. The same pay those lazy workers who only worked one hour got. It isn’t fair. It 
isn’t right.   ‘Are you jealous because I was generous with these other workers?’ the 
landowner asks. Envy eats away at us from the inside. It prevents us from noticing the 
many ways God blesses us, because we are too busy comparing our blessings to      
someone else’s.  But envy is not limited to individuals. Churches suffer from           
comparing their ministries to some other church that has more members, a bigger 
budget, a nicer building, better music, and more dynamic preaching. Instead of         
concentrating on serving God, congregations stuck in envy spend all their energy and 
resources trying to measure up to some other church’s standard of fruitfulness. They 
wonder why God hasn’t blessed their church the way God has blessed that other 
church. Sometimes, it isn’t another church, but ‘the way things used to be’ that makes 
them jealous. But Jesus calls us to make disciples, not comparisons.  
 
Leyland Road is reviewing its mission. It’s an opportunity to refocus our energy and 
see where God is calling us to join him.  We are calling a special Zoom General 
Church Meeting on November 5th to discuss it.  We would love you to be part of that 
conversation as we listen to God together.  It is an invitation to roll up our sleeves and 
head into the vineyard. Christ calls us to work in his vineyard, for the harvest is 
plentiful, and the labourers are few. 

Marie-Anne 

PS Please let us know if you need any help getting on Zoom or if we can find 

you a Zoom buddy so that you can be part of the meeting                                                                                                         
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Prayer                                                           
The Prayer Chain is         
running, Contact Church 
Office confidentially. Please obtain 
the persons  permission.    
 
Thank you 
. 

Circuit Service               
20th September  2020                                                

This week our Circuit Service will      
be available from 11am via the  circuit 
website https://
southportmethodist.org.uk/ or on 
YouTube and can be viewed at any 
time afterwards  http://
southportmethodist.org.uk/
sundayservice   Download the Study 
Guide here: https://
www.preachweb.org/books-and-
diaries/bible-month-30-days-with-ruth
-digital-copy     
You can also dial in and listen 01704 
335755 - a local call but check your  
network charges  

WORSHIP 
We are pleased to welcome anyone  
to both Acts of Worship on a 
Wednesday at 11am and a Sunday at 
10.30am.  Please call the  Office by 
email or  telephone ( Answer         
machine available) to book your 
seat. If you forget to book we will do 
our very best to accommodate you. 
Please remember there is still no 
singing and masks are compulsory. 
We look forward to welcoming you. 
unless you are exempt 

For Our Youth or anyone 
Young At Heart—this 
weeks video 
DONKEY AND THE  SAMARITAN  AT 
THE WELL 
 https://youtu.be/_fyEnhqb9D8 

Virtual tea and  coffee morning via 
zoom on a  Sunday is having a break. 
We will re-launch in a few weeks if 
people would still like it possibly      
mid-week.  Please contact our        
Stewards direct or via Office.       
Thank you 

The General Church Meeting is on 
the 5th November 7pm via Zoom 
when we will be talking about the 
Church Review and looking at our 
mission - it will be really exciting and 
interesting I promise.  We would like 
as many people involved as possible 
so if you need help getting on Zoom 
or would like access to Zoom please 
get in touch so we can help.  

Wednesdays At .7.00pm   
Prayer Meeting  via Zoom  (details 
above) All welcome    

Let Us Pray 

Gracious God, as the weekend arrives we 
give thanks for blessings received this 
week. With so many uncertainties and 
concerns in our lives at this present time, 
we are  reminded of Your continuing love 
and presence.  Lord God, these are           
challenging and difficult times but we 
know that You are a God who                

understands our anxieties and reaches 
out to us in love, and so we give you 

thanks. Amen 

Our Harvest 
Service will be 
on Sunday 
27th            

September 10.30am and we will be 
supporting Christian Aid.  You can 
pop your donation in an envelope 
marked for Christian Aid and bring it 
to church (or leave at the church  of-
fice), go online and make your dona-
tion on the virtual collection 
plate caid.org.uk/paying or call 020 
7523 2269 to donate by phone.  You 
are also invited to bring tins and dried 
food for the work of the Southport 
Food Bank. Don’t forget to book 
your seat! 

Vacancy  

There is a vacancy for a Steward. Please 
pray about this and if you would like to 
know more about this rewarding role 
please speak to  via the Church Office 

The Leadership team met this week 
and here are some highlights of what 
was discussed.   
We are thrilled to be meeting again 
for Sunday and Wednesday Services. 
These will both continue and to keep 
everyone safe we need more people to 
be 'stewards'.  If you think you could 
offer please contact Marie-Anne or 
Church Office   After a good run, the   
after-service 'zoom coffee' seems to 
have reached a natural end so we've 
decided to stop it for now.  We'd love 
to find new ways to share social time 
online together instead - suggestions 
are welcome.    As part of lock-down 
we have greatly increased online and 
would like to start streaming our      
services.  To achieve this the digital 
team needs to grow.  Please shout if 
you want to be involved.  People are 
really missing each other and some of 
our fellowship groups have asked 
about using the church premises to 
meet. This is possible but we are not 
encouraging it over the next few 
weeks.   Having said that if you lead a 
group, please explore demand in your 
groups and consider preparing a risk 
assessment.  The Covid team  can 
help with that.  Finally, Christmas is 
coming and we would love to have a 
really creative offering for our com-
munity this Advent. If you have any 
ideas .. however crazy .. please let us 
know.  
Date of next Leadership Team 
Meeting is 6th October via zoom  

Date of the next Finance And 
Property Meeting will be 
Wednesday 30th September at 
7.45pm via zoom 
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