
 

 I volunteered to write something this week. Some of you may know that there is a “Church 

Review” underway at the moment, which is something devised by the Methodist Church to 
keep us stewards busy during this strange period in our nation’s history!( Ha Ha).  The review 
is a process that is worked through by the Stewards in order to help both church and circuit to 

discern the way forward with regard to ministry needs. This should result in a profile enabling 
both church and circuit to be clear about mission,      stationing and how to move forward. This 

then may be the reason that you have received a   request for information in one way or another. 
I think that its is fair to say that we are not alone here, there are a number of churches that seem 

to be participating in this programme.              

The  review will take us a number of weeks, all the signs that occur so far would indicate that it 
is an exercise that is worth doing. More about results another time. The stewards split up the 

work to be done into sections and each of us are doing what is manageable coming together 
weekly on zoom to discuss findings.  The section I am involved with is The Historical            
Perspective: Telling the Story of the Church. In my search for information I found myself in the 

strong room looking through the archives, I’ve found pictures of Ministers here at the time of 
the 1880s, how elderly and important they all look! There is an engraving of Mr Wesley himself 

which together with a photograph of the interior of Mornington Road Wesleyan Methodist 
Chapel, are both now in a very poor condition from being locked up so long.  The original 

mount cards have become so rotten that if you were to pick either of them up using your thumb 
and forefinger all you would be left with will be the piece of card between them!  It just breaks 
away in your hand! The fragility of these two pictures has been arrested by having them        

remounted on a new piece of cardboard, just replacing the backing has given them a new lease 
of life and are probably stronger than they were when new!                                                                   

This caused me to reflect on the current situation where we have all been locked away, what 

about our “backing  now? Are we supported and strengthened by a strong and present God or 
have we allowed ourselves to become weakened? Does Jesus feature in all our daily lives     

enabling us to be strong and not to fall apart when worldly troubles come knocking? In my 
search for information I looked for any references to biblical quotes or passages from our past 

among the documents stored, this one was written in a fund-raising event from 1964; 2 KINGS 
Chapter 12Vs 1-16. If you read this passage you will see that those entrusted with the            

assignment to repair the temple using the money collected from offerings did not do so, buying 
instead expensive decorative items.  King Joash stopped them taking any more  money, he took 
a large chest, bore a hole in it and placed it beside the alter where the entrance was. He told the 

priests they could no longer have charge of the money but instead it was to be placed into the 
chest, through the hole in the top of it.  When enough money had been collected in the chest, he 

gave all of it to some builders who used it to buy materials to repair the temple. The workmen 
were paid without being required to account because they acted with complete honesty.                      

It is true that sometimes we cannot see what is required of us, whilst someone outside knows 

just what is needed. One of the things that seems to be coming evident in this review is that 
efforts focussed on the inside may not be doing the job required of us by the Lord, like the 

builders were trusted implicitly without account, we may have to ask the question are we fit for 
the purpose of rebuilding the church?  Are we doing the work that needs to be done or are we 
doing only window dressing? 
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Wednesdays At .7.00pm   
Prayer Meeting  via Zoom  (details 
above) All welcome    

 
 

 
Leyland Road Methodist Church 
Southport PR9 9JQ Phone: 01704 536648 
Please leave a message if no-one available 
to answer your call   
Email: leyland.road@btopenworld.com      
Web: leylandroadmethodist.org.uk 

LEYLAND ROAD ZOOM MEETING ROOM – for all church meetings 
 

Please don't Rush off!  
A virtual tea, or coffee, and 
warm   welcome awaits you 
after our online  service on Sunday 

on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/8998316344 

Prayer                                                           
The Prayer Chain is running, 
Contact Church Office on 
01704 536648 confidentially.            
Remember to obtain the persons       
permission. Thank you 
. 

Circuit 
Service               
Bible 

Month:  

Book of 

Ruth 9th 

August 

2020                                                

This week our Circuit Service will be 
led by Jean Mckenna and Rev. Peter 
Lyth will be preaching.  The service 
will be available from 11am via the  
circuit website https://
southportmethodist.org.uk/ or on 
YouTube and can be viewed at any 
time afterwards  http://
southportmethodist.org.uk/
sundayservice   Download the Study 
Guide here: https://
www.preachweb.org/books-and-
diaries/bible-month-30-days-with-ruth
-digital-copy     
You can also dial in and listen 01704 
335755 - a local call but check your  
network charges  

As we prepare to go back to church 
we would like to encourage everyone 
to consider making their offering to 
the church via Standing Order.  This is 
so that we manage the risk for our 
stewards by not asking them to handle 
envelopes and cash in our new 
COVID19 world. Standing Orders are 
easily set up via online banking or you 
can use the form attached to the       
notices this week.  Regular giving in 
this way also allows us to plan the 
mission and ministry of the church 
more effectively. The amount given 
via Standing Order is also easily      
reviewed as part of our discipleship- 
both up and down!  If you already 
give by Standing Order - thank 
you!  If you have any questions about 
setting up a Standing Order please 
speak to Andrew our treasurer.  

We are pleased to welcome Paul and 
Sonya back to Leyland Road from    
Furlough—its good to have you back 

GOOD NEWS! 
The Church will be open for an 
Act of Worship on the dates      
below:- 
 
Wednesday 19th August  at 11am 
Wednesday 26th August  at 11am 
Wednesday 2nd September at 11am 
Sunday 6th September at 10.30am 
 
We are looking forward to being                     
together once again to worship       
however we have to follow the     
guidelines for public worship. All  
services will be safeguarded for 
Covid19. Doors will be open 15 
minutes before each service. Please 
follow the instructions given on       
arrival, there will be a one-way        
system and designated seating. We are 
unable to provide refreshments at the 
moment and please leave promptly 
after each service. 
Face-coverings are to be worn during 
the services unless exempt for      
medical reasons. We do want as many  
people to come as is possible however 
you will need to book.                                                         
To book your seat please ring or 
email the Church Office on the      
Monday or Tuesday before the        
Service, contact details can be found 
on previous page. It is possible to 
leave a message on the answer         
machine in the Office.  We look       
forward to a time in the future when 
we can once again raise the roof with 
our singing! Methodism was born in 
song, please pray that we can sing    
together soon.                
 
Chris Hall 

Please pray for the wedding 
of two of our members . 
This has been a stressful 
time for the family due to 
the constant changes of their                    
arrangements. May God richly bless 
them and their family on their special 
day and in their future life together  

Calvary greetings in the name of Jesus.   
My thanks to the Stewards at Leyland Rd, 
and to Southport Circuit; for their          
kindness, love and support offered whilst I 
was in Southport.  Thank you for your 
prayers, friendship and monetary gifts.  I 
pray that God will fill and replace your 
pockets and make his face shine upon each 
of you, in Jesus name.  Many                   
blessings,  Christiana  

 It is truly refreshing to be back in   
Caledonia and also extend our           
appreciation to the Southport Circuit 
for the financial gift  it sure came in 
handy. May the Lord continue to      
replenish the lots of the Circuit going 
forward.' Rev Michael  

As you aware the Stewards are      
working on the process on the Church 
review. Whilst this is taking place 
please remember the Stewards in your 
prayers especially praying that they 
will identify the needs of the Church 
and also where God is leading us. 

Church Council members please note the 
next meeting will be on 25th August at 
7pm via Zoom. Apologies to  Church                   
Office. Thank you 
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