
Letter From Reverend Marie-Anne Kent                                               
Dear Friends             Mark 6:14–29                                                                     

This week I am thinking about heads on platters - the result I fear of lockdown 
on family life!   My diary tells me that on Saturday we mark the Beheading of 
John the Baptist. Not the cheeriest of readings but one of the few times in 
Mark’s gospel that Jesus is not in the story.                                                      
Jesus has sent the twelve disciples out two by two on mission. In fact, their    
mission is so successful that even Herod hears about it.  People are flocking to 
Jesus to hear him and be healed. And in the midst of this success Mark tells us 
about John the Baptist. Back in chapter one, Mark briefly told the story of 
John’s preaching and Jesus’ baptism, then he quickly gets John out of the     
picture, by simply saying that he was arrested. It is only now we find that Herod 
arrested John because John was not afraid to speak truth to power.                 
Herod does not want to kill John. Mark tells us that Herod is intrigued by 
John’s preaching and knows he is a holy man.  Then comes Herod’s birthday 
and all the important people are there, anyone who is someone in Galilee.      
Salome comes in to dance for the guests, and her performance pleases Herod so 
much, he promises her whatever she wishes for up to half of this kingdom, 
which of course he never had.  It is fair to assume that a great deal of wine has 
been consumed by this point!     He’s made an oath in front of all these people; 
what would they think of him if he didn’t carry it out? He could have done what 
he knew was right, but for the sake of his reputation, he beheads this man he 
knows to be holy; the man who stood up to him and told him he was breaking 
God’s law.                                                                                                       
Then Mark picks that story up where he left off. Jesus says to the disciples 
gathered around him that it had been a good mission. People had listened to 
them and been healed. But it is not always going to be like that. They needed to 
keep in mind what happened to John when he came up against power: he was 
faithful, and he lost his life. This is what the disciples will face, what Jesus   
himself will face.                                                                                                     
Herod did have a choice. He did not have to behead John. He chose to save 
face. How often does our fear of what others might think, of what the cost 
might be for speaking up, keep us from being faithful? How often does our   
reputation, or the fear of not fitting in keep us from saying and doing what we 
know Jesus would have us say and do? Our world right now desperately needs 
our voices. Whether it is the Black Lives Matter campaign, or the refugee crisis, 
our country needs us to be true to who we are as faithful followers of Christ, to 
fully embrace our faith and remind our leaders that the Bible calls us to love our 
neighbours as ourselves, to welcome the stranger and show hospitality to the 
aliens in our land; and that how we treat the least of these is how we treat 
Christ.                                                                                                                     

Let us not be afraid to speak truth to power .    Marie-Anne                                                                                                          
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Wednesdays At .7.00pm   
Prayer Meeting  via Zoom  (details 
above) All welcome    

LEYLAND ROAD ZOOM MEETING ROOM – for all church meetings 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8998316344 

Or call: 0203 481 5240 Meeting ID: 899 831 6344 # # 

Prayer                                                           
The Prayer Chain is         
running, Contact   The 
Church Office   confidentially. Please 
obtain the persons  permission. Thank 
you 

Circuit Service               
30th August 2020                                                

This week our Circuit Service will be 
led by Rev Patrick Evans  and  Colin 
Fyles will be preaching.  The service 
will be available from 11am via the  
circuit website https://
southportmethodist.org.uk/ or on 
YouTube and can be viewed at any 
time afterwards  http://
southportmethodist.org.uk/
sundayservice   Download the Study 
Guide here: https://
www.preachweb.org/books-and-
diaries/bible-month-30-days-with-ruth
-digital-copy     
You can also dial in and listen 01704 
335755 - a local call but check your  
network charges  

Kids Club Altitude —check out 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=c1M68UofTAw 
SASWT—Connect Kids and Young 
People http://saswtrust.com/
connectkids 

Good News               
We will be reopening for a short act of 
worship on Sunday 6th September at 
10.30 in a similar format to our 
Wednesday 11am services will also 
continue.  Because of limited numbers 
due to Covid restrictions we are      
asking that you to book in for either 
the Sunday or Wednesday service (but 
not both) through the church office 
from the previous Monday.                      
The Sunday service is particularly 
aimed at those who are at work and 
not available during the week. We are 
also planning to stream the Sunday 
service so you can join in at home on 
your tv/device, and the circuit service 
will also continue online - both of 
these will be live and and available for 
catch up later.  
This arrangement will be regularly  
reviewed as government and         
Methodist guidelines change.   
Please remember there is still no                     
singing and masks are compulsory    
unless you are exempt.   
The  government guidelines are still 
that those over 70 and with underlying 
health conditions should not be      
mixing outside their households more 
than necessary, so please do not feel 
you have to come back to church                
particularly if you have a role!   
You are definitely more important 
than any job.   
 

Marie-Anne 

Leyland Road Methodist Church 

Southport PR9 9JQ Phone: 01704 536648 Please leave 
a message if no-one available to answer your call   
Email: leyland.road@btopenworld.com      
Web: leylandroadmethodist.org.uk 

Please don't Rush off!  
A virtual tea, or coffee, and 
warm   welcome awaits you 
after our online  service on 
Sunday on                     

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/8998316344 

The Church will be open for an Act of 

Worship on the dates  below:                                      
Wed 2nd September at 11am 
Sunday 6th September at 10.30am 
We are looking forward to being                     
together once again to worship       
however we have to follow the     
guidelines for public worship. All  
services will be safeguarded for 
Covid19. Doors will be open 15 
minutes before each service. Please 
follow the instructions given on       
arrival, there will be a one-way        
system and designated seating.       
Face-coverings are to be worn during 
the services unless exempt for       
medical reasons. We do want as many  
people to come as is possible however 
you will need to book.                                                         
To book your seat please ring or 
email the Church Office on the      
Monday or Tuesday before the        
Service,  details below.  

Let Us Pray… Heavenly Father, as we 

approach the end of the week we bring 
our prayers before You. In a moment of 
quiet we lift before You any concerns we 
have for other people, or any situations 
that rest heavy on our hearts. We ask for 
Your blessing, upon our family, our 
friends, our neighbours, our Church      
community. Thank you for all you have 
done for us this week and for your        
presence with us. We bring all our prayers 
before You in the name of Jesus, Amen 

Don’t forget to book in for the 
Act of Worship on the 2nd      
September –All Welcome 

Compassion Acts                             
We are especially looking for a CAP Debt 
Coach and some CAP Befrienders. We 
are looking for people with a lively      
Christian faith who want to make a        
difference and share that life with others. 
Anyone wanting to know more about how 
the roles are vital within CAP in the town 
can contact our CAP Debt Centre        
Manager Adrian  Wallbridge by 
email adrianwallbridge@capuk.org        
Anyone wanting to express an interest in 
the volunteer roles for Compassion Acts 
Contact volunteering@compassionacts.uk  
In addition, we are inviting you and 
your people to our annual event for 
supporters, held online, 4

th
 September 

at 1pm. As we are all busy it will last 50 
minutes and be a mixture of brief 
presentations and videos. We are 
thrilled to have one of the executives 
from the Trussell Trust, Matthew van 
Duyvenbode as our guest speaker. 
This is especially timely because we 
have recently been awarded 
‘Pathfinder Foodbank’ status  by the 
Trussell Trust.Register for free tickets 
and the zoom details.https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/annual-event-
for-supporters-tickets-114511950326 

We have been advised that donations 
in memory of Elsie Corless are for the 
Salvation Army and Cancer Research 
Uk. Please contact the  Church Office 
for further details. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8998316344
https://southportmethodist.org.uk/
https://southportmethodist.org.uk/
http://southportmethodist.org.uk/sundayservice
http://southportmethodist.org.uk/sundayservice
http://southportmethodist.org.uk/sundayservice
https://www.preachweb.org/books-and-diaries/bible-month-30-days-with-ruth-digital-copy
https://www.preachweb.org/books-and-diaries/bible-month-30-days-with-ruth-digital-copy
https://www.preachweb.org/books-and-diaries/bible-month-30-days-with-ruth-digital-copy
https://www.preachweb.org/books-and-diaries/bible-month-30-days-with-ruth-digital-copy
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8998316344
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8998316344
mailto:adrianwallbridge@capuk.org
mailto:volunteering@compassionacts.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/annual-event-for-supporters-tickets-114511950326
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/annual-event-for-supporters-tickets-114511950326
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/annual-event-for-supporters-tickets-114511950326

