
Letter From Our Senior Steward                                                                   
Before lockdown I went to see someone that I went to school with in Thirsk. I could 
not stay with him so I booked in at the Golden Fleece Hotel. One thing that I was    
going to do, on a sort of bucket list as it were was to visit the Ritz Cinema. It was not a 
matter of what film they were showing, I just wanted to go there! To be fair I have to 
tell you that as a boy 6-18 years of age I virtually lived in the place (that and the now              
demolished Regent Cinema). My father was a bespoke tailor and he advertised in the 
quarterly review pamphlet for Star Cinemas. This entitled him to a three times weekly 
pass, which he gave to me in my teenage years, before that I went to the Children’s 
Saturday matiness which was the highlight of my week and perhaps once upon a time 
also for some of you? There was a building full of kids each Saturday afternoon for 2 
hours, the place was buzzing, later on I was to discover that it was also the main event 
for Star Cinemas as the 7d. or 9d.collected for the entrance fee kept both cinemas able 
to pay their way for a number of years after so many other places had closed.  The film 
was The Personal History Of David Copperfield which I enjoyed, the modern seating, 
air conditioning and the up to date digital “Surround-sound” all added to the             
experience but to me the place had not changed at all, if I closed my eyes it was easy to 
go back to being a little boy again waiting for Batman to come on!                                                           
When I came out afterwards, I had not gone far before I was in tears, they just came 
over me and the feeling of nostalgia and past happiness just overwhelmed me.                                                 
I wonder if you would take time to reflect as to when you last experienced a moment of 
being overcome with joy or a revelation leading to a newness in your life? There was a 
time when in worship the experience of joy was uplifting and energising but of later 
years the moments seem less frequent.                                                                                        
When I first went to Church I remember that the Minister, a Rev Wills was desperate 
to get the congregation to understand that sixpence was a bit out of fashion as a regular 
contribution and as a comparison he suggested in his sermon that if you could spend 
3/6 at the cinema for the best seat, wasn’t it worth it for a decent seat to discover about 
Jesus! No-one told the poor man that the price had gone up to 4/-! Of course, he was 
just trying to get the message across that things go up and down when you are not 
keeping up to date and trying to prevent then sleepwalking into financial problems.  I 
must just say that 4/- is almost £6.00 in todays money but try and get a cinema ticket 
for that price, around £15 is more like it! The Ritz of course being run by a voluntary 
organisation will admit you for £6.00 but that too is part of the nostalgia!                                                 

The Corona virus situation has altered so many things,we will be a long time before we 
get back to normal if ever! The wearing of face coverings, the social distancing, being 
not allowed to go out, sanitizing, are all things which keep people apart and come    
between our normal social behaviour. These together with the rise of a cashless society 
and the fear that seems to be generated in the handling of money are all issues to be 
overcome, let us pray that we  can find time for the business of spreading the gospel. 
Please pray for our future we need to be alert and ready for whatever this world throws 
at us lest we are not on the ball to meet the needs of those who we serve, but anything 
could happen with Jesus at the helm! Please read Ephesians Chapter 6 vs 13-18         
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Wednesdays At .7.00pm   
Prayer Meeting  via Zoom  (details 
above) All welcome    

 
 

 
Leyland Road Methodist Church 
Southport PR9 9JQ Phone: 01704 536648 

Please leave a message if no-one available 
to answer your call   
Email: leyland.road@btopenworld.com      
Web: leylandroadmethodist.org.uk 

LEYLAND ROAD ZOOM MEETING ROOM – for all church meetings 
 

Please don't Rush off!  
A virtual tea, or coffee, and 
warm   welcome awaits you 
after our online  service on Sunday 

on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/8998316344 

Prayer                                                           
The Prayer Chain is running, 
Contact The Church Office 
confidentially.  
Remember to obtain the persons  per-
mission.  
Thank you 

Circuit 
Service               
Bible 

Month:  

Book of 

Ruth 16th 

August 

2020                                                

This week our Circuit Service will be 
led by David & Debs Attwater and 
Rev.Martin Abrams will be preaching.  
The service will be available from 
11am via the  circuit website https://
southportmethodist.org.uk/ or on 
YouTube and can be viewed at any 
time afterwards  http://
southportmethodist.org.uk/
sundayservice   Download the Study 
Guide here: https://
www.preachweb.org/books-and-
diaries/bible-month-30-days-with-ruth
-digital-copy     
You can also dial in and listen 01704 
335755 - a local call but check your  
network charges  

As we prepare to go back to church we 
would like to encourage everyone to   
consider making their offering to the 
church via Standing Order.  This is so that 
we manage the risk for our stewards by 
not asking them to handle envelopes and 
cash in our new COVID19 world. Stand-
ing Orders are easily set up via online      
banking or you can use the form attached 
to the notices this week.  Regular giving 
in this way also allows us to plan the     
mission and ministry of the church more 
effectively. The amount given via      
Standing Order is also easily reviewed as 
part of our discipleship- both up and 
down!  If you already give by Standing 
Order - thank you!  If you have any    
questions about setting up a Standing  
Order please speak to Andrew- treasurer.  

Church Council members please note the 
next meeting will be on 25th August at 
7pm via Zoom. Apologies to the Church                   
Office. Thank you 

GOOD NEWS! 
The Church will be open for an 
Act of Worship on the dates      
below:- 
 
Wednesday 19th August  at 11am 
Wednesday 26th August  at 11am 
Wednesday 2nd September at 11am 
Sunday 6th September at 10.30am 
 
We are looking forward to being                     
together once again to worship       
however we have to follow the     
guidelines for public worship. All  
services will be safeguarded for 
Covid19. Doors will be open 15 
minutes before each service. Please 
follow the instructions given on       
arrival, there will be a one-way        
system and designated seating. We are 
unable to provide refreshments at the 
moment and please leave promptly 
after each service. 
Face-coverings are to be worn during 
the services unless exempt for      
medical reasons. We do want as many  
people to come as is possible however 
you will need to book.                                                         
To book your seat please ring or 
email the Church Office on the      
Monday or Tuesday before the        
Service, contact details can be found 
on previous page. It is possible to 
leave a message on the answer         
machine in the Office.  We look       
forward to a time in the future when 
we can once again raise the roof with 
our singing! Methodism was born in 
song, please pray that we can sing    
together soon.                
 
 

As you aware the Stewards are      
working on the process on the Church 
review. Whilst this is taking place 
please remember the Stewards in your 
prayers especially praying that they 
will identify the needs of the Church 
and also where God is leading us. 

Christian Aid Week 2020 
Thank you very much to 
everyone who donated 
money during Christian 

Aid week this year. The amount raised 
in Southport and Ainsdale was £6,545.  
This was a very different and difficult 
Christian Aid week, without the usual 
envelopes being delivered to hundreds 
of homes. As many people made direct 
online donations, it’s impossible to say 
how much more was actually given to 
the appeal from our area.  
However, considering the difficulty of 
the situation as it was in May, it’s 
amazing that this amount was raised. 
Thank you to everyone for your       
generosity.   Elizabeth. 

Let Us Pray… O God of truth and  
justice, we hold before you those men 
and women who have died in active 
service.  As we honour their courage 
and cherish their memory on VJ Day 
may we put our faith in your future;  
for you are the source of life and hope.  
Give us wisdom to learn from the     
bitter memories of war, and hearts that 
long for the unity of all nations. We 
ask all this in the name of  Jesus 
Amen 

Don’t forget to book in for the 
Act of Worship on the 19th       
August as our Church re-opens 
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