
Letter From Marie-Anne                                                                  
Dear Friends,    It has been a long time since we have been able to worship  together in 
church and I know that we are missing meeting together.  The Church Council has    
delegated responsibility to a small group who are working hard writing and                
implementing the risk assessments that are needed to ensure that our buildings are 
COVID secure as we re-open.  There is a lot of guidance to read and there are some 
difficult decisions to make and your prayers are  appreciated.                                                               
We are not sure what it will look like, but one thing is certain – there will be lots of 
hand sanitiser!  We will need to ensure that physical distancing can be maintained so 
this will involve limiting capacity and a one-way system. The greater the number of 
people and the greater the length of time that people are together, the greater the risk so 
we are being encouraged to think about a  shorter services – so no long sermons you 
will be pleased to hear.    What will be most challenging for Methodists is that there 
will be no singing as the current scientific advice is that singing is a high-risk activity – 
they have obviously heard me. It is not compulsory to wear masks in church, but we 
will be strongly encouraged to considering the current guidance in shops. People are 
being advised to restrict their social interactions with anyone outside their ‘bubble’, so 
while we may know that we can’t have refreshments after the service, the idea that we 
shouldn’t chat in church will be incredibly difficult for some of us!  One important   
factor to consider is that higher risk groups in our congregation, those over 70 and 
those with underlying health conditions, are still advised against joining gatherings, so 
that rules them out from doing many of the jobs that perhaps they used to do. We will 
need other people to take on responsibilities going forward.  We also need to make 
sure that as we re-open those who cannot or don’t feel ready to come to church don’t 
feel excluded and so perhaps it is right that we delay our re-opening for a little longer 
so that more people will feel able to join us. Clearly there will be significant changes to 
how we can share in communion together and lots to consider in how we run groups 
safely for children and young people.  There is a lot to think about to keep everyone 
safe.                                                                                                                                
The main goal can’t simply be to return things to normal. The point of church is not 
just comfort or familiarity. It is, or should be, coming to grips with the radical story of 
Jesus—with the gospel demand that we love our neighbours in effective ways.  Over 
the past months in lockdown we as the ‘church’ have learnt to reach out into our     
communities in new ways. Many people have got to know neighbours in a way they 
haven’t before, even if they’ve lived on a street for years. This is a moment for us to 
continue to reach out and make Jesus known. Church services might be different to 
what we’re used to, but our mission is still the same.                                                                                  

For those of you who are scanning this letter looking for the date when we will           
re-open, we are planning on holding our first Sunday service on 6th September with 
opportunities to join together midweek for a short act of worship during August.  We 
will let you know dates as soon as everything is in place.  The online circuit service 
will continue in some form for the foreseeable future.  We will go too fast for some 
and too slow for others, but this is new territory for us all so please hold the church and 
the stewards in your prayers.  We cannot just return to ‘normal’ our God calls us:  

‘Behold I am doing a new thing’ (Isaiah 43.19).          Marie-Anne                                                              
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 LEYLAND ROAD ZOOM MEETING ROOM – for 
all church meetings 

Please don't Rush off!  
A virtual tea, or coffee, and 
warm   welcome awaits you 
after our online  service on Sunday 

on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/8998316344 

Prayer                                                           
The Prayer Chain is running, 
Contact the Church Office 
for more details. Remember to obtain 
the persons  permission. Thank you 
All calls are in confidence 
. 

Sunday Service 

This week our worship will be led by 
Rev. Marie-Anne Kent and the 
preacher is Rev. Ken Summers, a    
retired United Reformed Minister 
who worships at Ainsdale Methodist 
Church.                                                    
Our reading this week is Romans 
8:26-39.  
The service will be available from 
11am via the circuit website https://
southportmethodist.org.uk/ or on 
YouTube and can be viewed at any 
time afterwards  http://
southportmethodist.org.uk/
sundayservice 
You can also dial in and listen     
01704 335755 - a local call but check 
your network charges  

The Disasters Emergency Committee 
( DEC) has launched a Coronavirus  
Appeal to raise finds to help the most 
vulnerable communities in the world– 
this appeal aims to protect people from 
Covid-19 in the worlds  most fragile 
states.  British Red Cross Exec         
Director says We’re not safe until 
we’re all safe—the world is                      
interconnected. We need to help each 
other in this time of need. Please    
donate via https://www.dec.org.uk/
appeal/coronavirus-appeal Thank you 

Last              
Opportunity…. 
if you wish the 
Church Office to    
order your Prayer 
handbook for 
2020/2021 please 
call the Office by 
29th July on 
536648 . The cost 

will be £4.50 to be paid  upon receipt.
(may be a little extra or less if we have 
to pay for postage– just depends on 
how many we order) Thank you 
 

The Report from the      
Methodist Conference is now 
available to read. Please click 
on the link below to  access 
the Report  
https://www.methodist.org.uk/
media/18102/conference-2020-
business-digest.pdf  

Wednesdays At .7.00pm   
Prayer Meeting  via Zoom  (details 
above) All welcome    
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 The circuit services 
will follow the Book 

of Ruth in August looking at the      
stories of  Orpah, Boaz, Ruth and     
Naomi in turn.  It is a story about 
home and hope which is both            
unsettling and  transformative. You 
might want to find time to read the 
whole book of Ruth before we         
start - don't worry it's just four short  
chapters.  We also have the Bible 
Notes available which can be used in 
small groups or for individual 
study. Please get in touch with circuit 
office if you would like a copy.         
Marie-Anne 

Virtual Choir 
Last call …… 
Would you be          
interested to be part of a virtual choir 
to sing a song  together as part of a   
future service? The song would be   “ 
In Christ Alone”  All you need is to be 
able to receive music by mobile or  
laptop, be able to listen to and film 
yourself  singing along to the song. 
This will be edited so that all the   
singing is in sync together.  If you are 
interested in being part of this please 
email the church Office at                                                                 
leyland.road@btopenworld.com or     
telephone 536648 by 30th July     
Thank you                           

Let Us Pray…..                        
Holy Spirit we pray for        
ourselves, for our plans that 
have been changed, for the 
people we have lost and miss 
still, for our hopes and dreams 
for the future. Strengthen our 
faith, deepen our commitment 
to your ways and help us to 
better serve God and to see 
Jesus in everyone we meet. 
Thank you Lord that your love 
never fails.        Amen 

  Please pray 
for the Soup 
Kitchen and 
volunteers as 
they plan to 
provide a new 
service to their 
guests and       
families.  

News from                              
Compassion Acts 
 
 
Monday 17th August   

donations of food or funds will be 
welcome at their new Hub at the     
Parish Centre,  St Peters Rd Birkdale. 
CAP debt centre is accepting new        
clients and can be contacted on 0800 
328 0006.  For further details please 
check the web-site 
www.compassionacts.uk or email 
r.owens@compassionacts.uk 
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