
Letter From Marie-Anne           Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43                             

I would love to tell the story of when I exhibited at the Chelsea Flower Show, but sadly 
I don’t have enough space today. We can have a socially distanced coffee sometime 
and I will tell you!  However, as I sit and write this article I look out on our back       
garden, but I can’t see the lawn from where I sit because I am too short.  It was with 
horror that I ventured out on Saturday to see that the lawn had erupted with dandelions. 
I only weeded a few weeks ago.  Like the servants in the gospel reading for this week, 
I was left wondering ‘where did all these weeds come from’?                                                                                   
But why is Jesus telling stories about weed control? The people who were listening to 
him were well aware of the evil around them, the poor getting poorer and the rich     
getting richer. They knew what is was like to live in an occupied territory.  Life wasn’t 
fair and no doubt they wondered how God could allow his people to continue to suffer, 
while evil seemed to flourish.  We too might wonder the same question as we look 
around our world and see the effects of institutional racism on our young people and 
see the faces of the starving children of Yemen.                                                                             
We often live with the assumption that if we do good, work hard, and be nice           
everything should work out as we want. That is what the Kingdom of God is about   
isn’t it? That’s the illusion with which the servants in today’s parable live. ‘Master,’ 
they ask the farmer, ‘did you not sow good seed in your field?’ They know he did       
because that is why they are so surprised when they discover the weeds. This isn’t     
supposed to happen. ‘Where, then, did these weeds come from?’  They want to know 
what happened and who is responsible and so do we. We want an explanation and 
someone we can blame.  More importantly we cry why doesn’t God do something 
NOW’!                                                                                                                          
The reality, according to Jesus, is that our lives and our world are a field in which good 
and evil, our joys and sorrows, that which we want and that which we don’t want, grow 
and live side by side. The wheat and the weeds stand together in the world and in each 
of our lives. However we need to always remember it is God’s field.                                                                                    
But what about all those weeds? What do we do about them? The slaves are keen to 
pull them up but it seems the separation between the wheat and the weeds is not as 
clear cut or black and white as Facebook, the media, our politicians or indeed our own 
personal opinions would often have us believe. In any event, we are not the ones to 
make that judgment. Anyway, would we really like it if God ruled the world in such a 
way that every evil thought and action was instantly judged and rewarded? Is that     
coffee you are drinking fairly traded, what about your shares I hope they are invested 
in clean energy.  So, do we do nothing? Just sit and wait? No, that’s not what Jesus is 
saying. There is plenty to do – as any gardener will tell you. At present, in God’s     
timetable, we’re at the planting and nurturing time, not the harvesting time. We all 
have a role in nurturing our relationships especially those that are irritating and            
difficult, with those we don’t like.  We all have weeds.  Jesus challenges us once more 
to love our neighbour, to love our enemy rather than point the finger and demand that 
they are weeded out, just in case we find ourselves to be the weed!  To commit our-
selves to the long, patient task of tending and nurturing in the hope that as we get to 
know each other, as we learn from each other, there might be genuine understanding, 
reconciliation and forgiveness. We are reminded that when Jesus spoke from the cross 
‘Father, forgive them,’ (Luke 23.34), even then, he is unwilling to pull up the 

weeds.      So let me tell you about my garden at Chelsea…      Marie-Anne                     
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 LEYLAND ROAD ZOOM MEETING ROOM – for all church meetings 
 

Please don't Rush off!  
A virtual tea, or coffee, and 
warm   welcome awaits you 
after our online  service on Sunday 

on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/8998316344 

Prayer                                                           
The Prayer Chain is     
running, Contact The 
Office  confidentially. 
Remember to obtain the 
persons  permission. Thank you 
. 

Sunday Service 

This week our worship will be led by 
Debs Attwater who in quaint         
Methodist terminology is a Local 
Preacher ‘on trial’.  This means that 
the Superintendent has given her ‘a 
note’ to preach but as yet she hasn’t 
completed her studies.  We hold Debs 
and John Forshaw in our prayers as 
they continue in their training.        
The service will be available from 
11am via the circuit website https://
southportmethodist.org.uk/ or on 
YouTube and can be viewed at any 
time afterwards  http://
southportmethodist.org.uk/
sundayservice 

Thank you to all those 
who have completed their 
questionnaire. It is really 
important that you share 
your views so if you have 

not completed it there is still time.       
Thank you 

The Disasters Emergency Committee 
( DEC) has launched a Coronavirus  
Appeal to raise finds to help the most 
vulnerable communities in the world– 
this appeal aims to protect people from 
Covid-19 in the worlds  most fragile 
states.  British Red Cross Exec         
Director says We’re not safe until 
we’re all safe—the world is                      
interconnected. We need to help each 
other in this time of need. Please    
donate via https://www.dec.org.uk/
appeal/coronavirus-appeal Thank you 

As usual I will be ordering copies of 
the Methodist Prayer handbooks on 
30th July so if you would like one 
please let me know asap.  The cost will 
be £4.50 to be paid upon receipt.
( maybe a little extra or less if we have 
to pay for postage– just depends on 
how many we order) Thank you 

The parting gift for Rev 
Michael  Ogwuche and 
Christiana from all in the 
Circuit has now been 
passed on to them with our 

best wishes and prayers. We regret 
that we could not do this in a way 
where we could all say our personal 
good byes and we pray that God will 
bless them as they move on.   
 

Wednesdays At .7.00pm   
Prayer Meeting  via Zoom  (details 
above) All welcome    
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 The circuit services 
will follow the Book 

of Ruth in August looking at the      
stories of  Orpah, Boaz, Ruth and     
Naomi in turn.  It is a story about 
home and hope which is both            
unsettling and  transformative. You 
might want to find time to read the 
whole book of Ruth before we         
start - don't worry it's just four short  
chapters.  We also have the Bible 
Notes available which can be used in 
small groups or for individual 
study. Please get in touch with circuit 
office if you would like a copy.         
Marie-Anne 

Virtual Choir 
 
Would you be          
interested to be part 
of a virtual choir to sing a song        
together as part of a   future service? 
The song would be   “ In Christ 
Alone”  All you need is to be able to 
receive music by mobile or  laptop, be 
able to listen to and film yourself  
singing along to the song. This will be 
edited so that all the singing is in sync        
together.  If you are interested in being 
part of this please email the church 
Office at                                                                 
leyland.road@btopenworld.com or     
telephone 536648 by 30th July     
Thank you                           

Let Us Pray…..                        
Gracious God, as we continue to live in 
uncertain times, help us to remember to 
turn to Your Holy Word, as found in    

scripture, for guidance and assurance. 
May we hear You speaking to us through 
the pages of Your written Word. May we 
take encouragement from the testimonies 
of generations past, hope for the present 
and the promise of Your eternal love for 
the future. May Your Holy Word be a    
living, breathing document that will guide 
us and inspire us to continue to place our 
trust in You.   Amen 

The Soup 
Kitchen was 
forced to close 
according to 
Coronavirus     
guidelines.      
It has not been 
open at all,   

other than to receive donations, to 
pack bags for families and Guests and 
to pick up and deliver them as needed. 
Thanks to Morrisons, Farm Foods and 
others, they were able to deliver bags 
of food to their Guests and to the      
families who regularly need their     
support.  The Soup Kitchen is looking 
to open, (not as a sit in service as     
before ) however they are hoping  to  
create a take away service with a    
substantial bag of food and something 
hot.   Please pray for the Soup Kitchen 
and volunteers as they plan to provide 
this new service to their guests and       
families.  
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