
Letter From Marie-Anne            Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23               
I know many of you have been spending lots of time in your gardens during        
lockdown. In fact, there were so many new gardeners that seed companies ran out 
of seeds. I am looking forward to seeing photos of those odd shaped vegetables! 
However, those of you with green fingers will be scratching your heads at todays 
gospel because it just doesn’t make sense.                                                                           
A farmer goes out and sows seed on a public pathway, on rocky ground, and 
amongst the thorns. That is simply wasteful, inefficient, and ineffective. It’s bad 
farming. The sower is not much of a farmer. You can’t plant seeds among the rocks 
and thorns or on a path and then act surprised or complain that nothing grew. The 
sower sows with reckless indiscriminate generosity on all four types of soils     
without condemnation. The story Jesus tells simply does not make any sense and as 
soon as you know that you are at the beginning of understanding the parable.      
No doubt we can all recognise the different scenes which Jesus describes. There 
have been times when we have stumbled and tripped in the rocky patches of life. 
Times when life has been tough when the seeds of choice and opportunity seem to 
have been snatched away. We no doubt know what if feels like to have been 
scratched and cut by the thorns of life. And yet there are other times when we have 
planted our roots deep and have been nourished and seen the harvest for ourselves. 
The parable speaks about our inner lives which are made up of not just one sort of 
soil but all four. But the parable doesn’t stop there.                                             
Parables offer a different perspective.  When we hear this parable, we are pretty 
quick to judge ourselves or others as one of the four types of ground: the beaten 
path, the rocky ground, thorny terrain, or the good soil. But have you ever thought 
of yourself as the sower?  Have you ever had anyone say to you ‘You remember 
when you said or did …? How did you know? That is exactly what I needed.” And 
you have no memory of that event.  You didn’t plan it or intend it. You were just 
sowing the seeds of your life. It’s not so much what you did or said but who you 
were. You were a sower to that person.     Of course, the seeds that we sow reflect 
what is going on within us.  We can only sow seeds that were first sown within 
us.  Jesus sows in us his love, peace, hope, joy, forgiveness, mercy, compassion, 
courage, gentleness, healing, reconciliation and so much more and calls us to      
cultivate them in our lives and then sow them  in our relationships in the world.                              
All four types of ground need attention and care whether it be ploughing, clearing, 
weeding, watering, or fertilizing. I don’t know what the land of your life needs but 
I’ll bet you do. And the truth is all four describe parts of ourselves. Lockdown has 
given us the opportunity to attend to our spiritual lives, but like any gardening   
doing a little often is the best way to keep our interior lives in order. What has God 
sown in your life? Are you cultivating new growth?                                            
Finally, the sower is not concerned about whether there is or will be enough 
seed.  Unlike the seed companies who found they were running out – with God 
there is more than enough.  Let us sow generously, indiscriminately, trusting God 
for the harvest – even the odd shaped ones!                                                                 

Marie-Anne            
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Action For Children Sunday 



 

Wednesdays At .7.00pm   
Prayer Meeting  via Zoom  (-details 
above– )All welcome 

LEYLAND ROAD ZOOM MEETING ROOM – for all church meetings 
 

Please don't Rush off!  
A virtual tea, or coffee, and 
warm   welcome awaits you 
after our online  service on Sunday on 

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/8998316344 

Prayer                                                           
The Prayer Chain is running, 
Contact the church office 
confidentially. Remember to obtain the 
persons  permission. Thank you 
. 
. 

 

                                   

The circuit services will follow the 
Book of Ruth in August looking at the 
stories of Orpah, Boaz, Ruth and      
Naomi in turn.  It is a story about 
home and hope which is both            
unsettling and transformative. You 
might want to find time to read the 
whole book of Ruth before we          
start - don't worry it's just four short  
chapters.  We also have the Bible 
Notes available which can be used in 
small groups or for individual 
study. Please get in touch with circuit 
office if you would like a copy.                      
Marie-Anne 

Action for Children Sunday 
12th July 2020 This week our Circuit 
Service will be led by Rev Patrick    
Evans and Jean McKenna will be 
preaching.  The service will be        
available from 11am via the circuit 
website https://
southportmethodist.org.uk/ or on 
YouTube and can be viewed at any 
time afterwards  http://
southportmethodist.org.uk/
sundayservice You can also dial in 
and listen 01704 335755 - a local call 

Was founded in 1869 by 
Methodist Minister Thomas 
Stephenson over 150 years 
ago- the values haven't 
changed believing every 
child should grow up safe 

and happy. They provide support to help 
them thrive - and step in to help when 
times get tough. This means  protecting 
the vulnerable from neglect and abuse . 
It means supporting young people who 
are homeless.  Running parenting clas-
ses, early years education, breaks for 
young carers and extra help for disabled 
children.  It’s finding safe homes 
and giving children a voice by             
campaigning for something better.      
Coronavirus has hit Action For Children 
hard and is supporting even more         
families to cover the cost of basic         
essentials. If you would like to support 
the work of Action for Children.  You 
can donate online https://
www.actionforchildren.org.uk/donate 
or  donate  by ringing 0300 123 2112 .   
 
Thank you 

 
Southport  PR9 9JQ Phone: 01704 536648     
      Email: leyland.road@btopenworld.com      
      Web: leylandroadmethodist.org.uk   

EASY FUNDING   4,000 shops 

and sites will donate to us when you 
use easyfundraising to do your       
everyday online shopping – at no    
extra cost to you!  please sign up     
today .                                                        
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/leylandroadmethodist/ 

What's              
happening for 
our Children 
and Young      
people? 
                                
Kids Club  Altitude —check out 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=c1M68UofTAw 
SASWT—Connect Kids and 
Young People http://
saswtrust.com/connectkids 
 

Zoom Open Forum ( use details 
above to access Zoom)                                                 

11th July 7pm                             
A few of us have been thinking and 
talking together, about the events in 
America, the death of George Floyd in 
particular, and the ongoing issue of 
racism and inequality, it is a BIG      
issue. I personally would like to have a 
better understanding of what life is 
like for those who , just because their 
skin is a different colour,  experience 
life differently. We hope to have a 
brief talk by some  people who have 
been affected by the recent issues, a 
chance to ask questions, and to be able 
to discuss issues openly.                              
Everyone is welcome                                        

Virtual Choir 
 
Would you be          
interested to be part 
of a virtual choir to sing a song        
together as part of a   future service? 
The song would be   “ In Christ 
Alone”  
All you need is to be able to receive 
music by mobile or  laptop, be able to 
listen to and film yourself singing 
along to the song. This will be edited 
so that all the singing is in sync        
together.  If you are interested in being 
part of this please email the church 
Office at                                                                       
leyland.road@btopenworld.com or     
telephone 536648 by 30th July     

The Methodist Conference 
has elected Rev’d Richard 
Teal as President and and 
Carolyn Lawrence as vice 
president. Please remember them both 
in your prayers as they serve 
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