
Letter From Marie-Anne                     Matthew 10:24-29     
                                                                                                                                           
Dear Friends,                                                                                                          
I wonder what you are afraid of. I had to face one of my fears last week when I 
had to deal with some maggots. I cannot stand anything that writhes like that.  I 
remember emptying my rucksack in Venice when I was a student inter railing 
when I discovered ants in my wash bag.  I don’t think people expected their 
first glimpse of their romantic visit to Venice to be the contents of my rucksack 
flying through the air.  Myrmecophobia is the irrational fear of ants.  This 
week’s gospel passage has a lot to say about our irrational fears.                                                                                                                
There is a lot of fear around at the moment.  But the most frightening thing for 
me over the last few years is how fear can so easily become the driving force 
behind our political priorities. Fear is a very strong tool that can be used to blur 
our logic and change our behaviour.  When we are afraid, we become more   
tribal in our behaviour, more irrational, fear creates ‘us’ and ‘them’ which can 
so often turn to violence.                                                                                            
This passage from Matthew’s gospel reminds us that Jesus’ good news is          
subversive. It challenges the status quo and is a threat to the Roman Empire and 
those who hold power in it. And when this good news is proclaimed from the 
housetops, there are going to be people who will not be best pleased, people 
who will resist it and will do so forcibly.  The reality is that Jesus was no nice 
guy who went around as everyone’s friend. They hated him so much that they 
accused him of being a servant of the devil.  Then they crucified him.                                 
It is in this context that Jesus prepares his disciples (us) for mission.  Jesus    
recognized that fear will make his disciples fail in their discipleship. He wanted 
them to know that their fear was irrational, because all that really mattered was 
their relationship with God. What was true for them is true for us                             
today.       Faithfulness to the gospel of Jesus inevitably puts us on a collision 
course with the powers of this world.  Jesus is realistic about the threats they 
will face. He knows the peace he longs to bring will upset power bases and   
disrupt relationships. God’s peace demands justice.  We are called to deny our 
old self-centred selves and take up our cross. A way of love that proclaims 
peace and justice for all God’s children. A way that sees the image of God, in 
our neighbours and in ourselves, and when we do there is no room for fear.  To 
take up the cross means we will call out all forms of hate in our media, on     
social media, in our workplaces and schools, with our families and friends, and 
in our communities and our country.                                                                                          
We must also remember that the promises of division, rejection, and suffering 
are paired with equally strong statements claiming every hair on our heads is 
counted and our lives, as fragile as they inevitably are, remain in God's 
hands.  May we never be afraid to shout God’s love from the rooftops (at least 
there are no ants there!) and work for his peace.                                                                                                
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Vocations & Worship Sunday 

  



LEYLAND ROAD ZOOM MEETING ROOM –  

Wednesdays   
7.00pm  Prayer Meeting  
Via Zoom  details above 

Link For The Circuit Service 

Sunday Worship 11am  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCZg2IIrYONyumWsHCbRcFaA 
Circuit Service 21st June 11am              

This week our Circuit Service will be 
led by Colin Fyles, a circuit Local 
Preacher, and our preacher will be Rev. 
Alex Galbraith.  We will also be        
celebrating the ministry of Richard    
Atkins and Duncan Wood who are 
marking 30 years and 60 years as one 
of Mr Wesley’s preachers                  
respectively.  We give thanks for the 
ministry of all our Local Preachers and 
Worship Leaders. The service will be 
available from 11am via the circuit 
website http://southportmethodist.org.uk/

sundayservice or on YouTube and can 
be viewed at any time afterwards You 
can also dial in and listen 01704 

335755 - a local call but check your 
network charges. 

LEYLAND ROAD ZOOM MEETING ROOM –  
 

for all church meetings 
 

Prayer                                                           
The Prayer Chain is    
running, confidentially.  
Please remember to      
obtain the persons permission.   Please 
call the Church Office for more details  
Thank you 
. 

Saturday 20th June at 6.30pm-
7.30pm.   Phil Robinson will be     
hosting a family  quiz suitable for    
everyone. All welcome to enjoy some 
time together. Zoom in at 6.30pm on  
Saturday 20th June using the same 
meeting ID as the other public church 
meetings.   

GIFT DAY UPDATE 
Thank you to those who have              
responded to the Gift Day letter. We 
have received £ 3,240 to date towards 
the budget of £10,000.    There is still 
time to make a contribution to Gift Day 
either by cheque through the office,   

 

Prayer                                          
Take Time  themed meditations on 
topics such as                                                              
anxiety www.taketime.org.uk     
Pray As You Stay:  www.pray-as-
you-go.org/retreat/pray-as-you-stay  

 
Southport  PR9 9JQ Phone: 01704 536648     
      Email: leyland.road@btopenworld.com      
      Web: leylandroadmethodist.org.uk   

Collection for Rev. Michael            
Ogwuche and Christiana.  
As we are unlikely to be back in our 
buildings for sometime we did not 
want to wait any longer to collect for a 
parting gift for Michael and           
Christiana. Please send a donation to 
Circuit Treasurer, Please try to         
respond by 1st July so we can thank 
Michael and Christiana for their time 
among us.  God bless.                       
From Circuit Stewards 

Please don't Rush off!  
A virtual tea, or coffee,  and 
warm welcome awaits you       
after our online  service on 
Sunday 

Please be aware that as a Church we 
are able to support anyone with        
shopping etc or a call if someone is 
missing  company and would just like 
a chat. Please call  the Church  Office 
and let us know.   
Thank you 

An update on the foodbank. The   
foodbank has plenty of food but it's 
experiencing increased costs so they 
really need your financial 
help.  Please consider if you can     
either do a one-off donation  or set up 
a standing order to Compassion Acts 
sort code 404230 account number 
52071665 . Thank you 

Let Us Pray…….       
Gracious God, as we begin to                
re-emerge from our homes, we          
remember the millions of people, here 
and across the world, who do not have 
a safe place to call home. Lord God, 
help us as a Church community to 
reach out to show Your love to our 
neighbours. God of compassion,  be 
with all those in need of Your love and 
assurance this day.                        

Amen                            

Please remember the        
Methodist Church              
Conference in your prayers 
who will be meeting virtually 
June  25th-July 2nd. 

EASY FUNDING   I know the 

shops are now open but if you are 
shopping online you can also raise 
money for Leyland Road.  4,000 shops 
and sites will donate to us when you 
use easyfundraising to do your         
everyday online shopping – at no extra 
cost to you!  So, if you can please sign 
up today - ask your family and friends 
too.https://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
leylandroadmethodist/ 

Prayer Journal: In response to the 
Methodist Year of Testimony we have 
copies of a 30 day Story/Prayer        
journal.  If you would like a copy, 
please contact the Church Office 
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