
Letter From Marie-Anne 
Dear Friends, 
Matthew 9.35-10.8 
#BlackLivesMatter 
Last week was Trinity Sunday – a Sunday that celebrates community and              
relationships which is at the heart of the Godhead.  It followed Pentecost – when 
we remembered the breath of God coming down on the church.  I am struggling 
how to write this letter this week other than to say the words ‘I can’t breathe’. 
I don’t know what to say because I am a white woman of privilege, and I don’t 
know what it means to belong to the Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) 
community.  A community hit hard by Covid 19 and harder still be the                 
Institutionalised racism which has taken too many black lives and effected the lives 
of so many. I look at my teenage boys and wonder what it is to fear that every time 
they go out that they might not come home, simply because of the colour of their 
skin.  I don’t know. Yet today I say, ‘I can’t breathe’.    
The last few weeks have left many in country filled with anger, grief and despair as 
we have watched the events unfolding in America and across our towns and cities.  
The stories of the racism that young black men and women have experienced day 
in, and day out have taken my breath away.  A President having the audacity to use 
tear gas to clear a path so that he could have a photo opportunity holding a Bible up 
outside a church.  That’s why I can’t breathe. I wonder what pictures have taken 
away your breath these last few weeks. 
I want to be able to breathe again. I want you to be able to breathe. I want the 
George Floyds of the world to be able to breathe. I want us to breathe faith, 
hope, and love. I want us to breathe repentance, forgiveness, and healing. I want 
us to breathe compassion, justice, and peace. Don’t you? Don’t you want those 
things for yourself, for your children and grandchildren, for the people of our 
country, for the world?  
We can feel so powerless, but let’s not back off or turn away from what has 
happened or what it provokes within us. We might not know what to say, we 
might be scared of causing offence, but we cannot remain silent.  That is simply 
no longer an option.  Through this global pandemic, through the 
#BlackLivesMatter movement, God is calling you and me, our country, and our 
world to something new and different.  
Our gospel reading this week reminds us that the ‘labourers are few’.  Jesus calls 
us, each one of us, to join him to bring good news ‘to those who are harassed and 
helpless’.  In the pictures of kneeling police officers and in the peaceful socially 
distanced demonstrations I see that ‘The Kingdom of God is near’. He longs to 
breathe through us his words of peace, love and hope. Let us take a deep breath and 
join in.  
Marie-Anne 
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Via Zoom  details above 

Link For The Circuit Service 

Sunday Worship 11am  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCZg2IIrYONyumWsHCbRcFaA 
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Please use usual details 

MHA    Sunday 14th June 

Our virtual memorial service 
at 3pm  you can find information 
at  www.mah.org.uk/mhasunday 
"Where you go I will go, and where 
you stay I will stay. 
Your people will be my people and 
your God my God" (Ruth 1:16) 

Prayer                                                           
The Prayer Chain is    
running, confidentially.  
Please remember to      
obtain the persons  permission and call 
the Church Office for more details    
Thank you 
. 

Please pray for all those who have 
passed away recently. 
 
Thank you 

Please note the Office will be open on 
Wednesday only next week 

An update on the foodbank. The   
foodbank has plenty of food but it's 
experiencing increased costs so they 
really need your financial 
help.  Please consider if you can     
either do a one-off donation  or set up 
a standing order to Compassion Acts 
sort code 404230 account number 
52071665 . Thank you 

Church Council                                                     
The Church Council will be meeting 
on Thursday 18th June by Zoom. A 
new experience!  The meeting will 
discuss the possible gradual reopening 
of the church building.  Although the 
government has said churches can   
reopen for private prayer from      
Monday it is the Church Council that 
is responsible for ensuring that we can 
keep everyone safe.  The current    
government advice is still that those at 
increased risk from COVID 19, those 
with an underlying health condition 
and those over 70 should stay at home 
as much as possible.  This clearly will 
have an impact on when we will be 
able to open our buildings. Please 
hold the stewards in your prayers.                            
Marie-Anne Kent 
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Collection for Rev. Michael            
Ogwuche and Family 
As we are unlikely to be back in our 
buildings for sometime we did not 
want to wait any longer to collect for a 
parting gift for Michael and  Family. 
Please send a donation to Circuit or 
contact the Church Office for further 
details.  Thank you 
 
 
Please don't Rush off!  
A virtual tea, or coffee,  and warm 
welcome awaits you  after our online  
service on Sunday 

Saturday 20th June at 6.30pm-
7.30pm.    

Phil Robinson will be hosting a family  
quiz suitable for    everyone.                             
All welcome to enjoy some time        
together. Zoom in at 6.30pm on           
Saturday 20th June using the same 
meeting ID as the other public church 
meetings.   

The creative arts 
competition for 
people to write, 
draw, paint, or get 
busy with their 
camera is open 

until 31 July. The idea is that you 
write a poem, make a picture or take a  
photograph in response to the theme 

‘What is God  saying ?’  What do you 
think God is saying to you, or to the 
Church, or to the world?   There will 
be four  different age categories Age 4-
7, Age 8-11 (Y 3-6), Age 11-14 (Y 7-
9) and Age 15-18 (Y10-13). Entry 
form on Methodist Church web-
site: https://www.methodist.org.uk/our
-work/children-youth-family-ministry/
get-creative/ 

GIFT DAY UPDATE 
Thank you to those who have              
responded to the Gift Day letter. We 
have received £ 3,240 to date towards 
the budget of £10,000.    There is still 
time to make a contribution to Gift Day 
either by cheque through the office, or 
directly to our bank account 20-80-33 
60634425. Please mark the reference 
‘Gift Day’.     

Let Us Pray…….                           
God of all hope we call on you  today. 
We pray for those who are living in 
fear: 
Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, 
fear of other’s reactions to them. 
May your Spirit give us a sense of 
calmness and peace.                                                   

We pray for your church in this time 
of  uncertainty and for our Ministers 
Grant us your wisdom Holy God, we 
remember that you have promised that 
nothing will separate us from your 
love – demonstrated to us in Jesus 
Christ. 
Help us turn our eyes, hearts and 
minds to you.  Amen 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZg2IIrYONyumWsHCbRcFaA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZg2IIrYONyumWsHCbRcFaA
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/children-youth-family-ministry/get-creative/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/children-youth-family-ministry/get-creative/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/children-youth-family-ministry/get-creative/

