Perfect

PEACE CHILD In 1962, a Canadian veteran
missionary couple Don and
Carol Richardson were led of
God to take the gospel of reconciliation to the Sawi people of Western
New Guinea, Indonesia. In their book
‘Peace Child’ (4th Edition 2005) is a
story of their experience of living
among cannibals who befriends their
victims before murdering them, (a
character that is synonymous to Judas
Iscariot who betrayed Jesus Christ in
Luke 22:47) but God gave the Richardsons wisdom to use familiar redemptive analogy from their own culture
and value system to unlock the hearts
of the blood thirsty Sawi people.
As the story goes, the Richardsons
worked among two warring neighbouring villages of Haenam and Kamur,
after a prolonged period of living
among these tribes but failing to reconcile them, the Richardson announced
their intention to move away to some
other place. The Sawis not wanting to
lose the benefit of having their Western ‘friend’ took the initiative to reconcile themselves, this they did by exchanging two infant children from
their two warring villages as symbols
of reconciliation and peace. These
primitive actions helped the Richardson to interpret God’s own very redemptive plan of sending His Only
Son (John 3:16)., Jesus Christ, to reconcile the world to himself and by extension to the Sawis, the rest as they
say is history. (2 Corinthians 5:19) The
story of the Richardsons is a clear
demonstration of divine creativity in

many supposedly primitive cultures
and highlights God’s self-disclosure
even in the strangest of places.
It is December 2017 and it is also Advent month, a time of the year etched
in the Christian liturgical calendar
when Christians prayerfully reflect on
the first coming of the ‘perfect peace
child’ Jesus Christ to mankind and it is
also a season and a doctrine, which has
a real meaning and significance of itself. Advent therefore is about the
challenging presence of God. It presents us with an interesting intersection of the past, present and future.
It raises difficult questions for us when
we look forward and see that the world
has not been fully reconciled yet and
that there is more to be done for his
redemptive work to be complete. Like
the Richardsons, Christians need to
continue to seek out what is relevant in
each culture that might be a possible
and usable tool to winning the hearts
and minds of our very own generation,
this is because God has deposited
some element of truth (self-disclosure)
in every human being and when this is
reconnected, the Godly consciousness
is automatically ignited and that was
what happened in the Richardsons’
“Redemptive Analogy” with the Sawi
people.
As we continue our reflection this Advent may we remember that the story
of the incarnation of God in the world,
revealed, made manifest in a manger
in Bethlehem doesn’t end on Christmas morning but continues and we too
can expect to be a part of that aweinspiring story. Rev. Michael Angley Ogwuche
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Our Mission is to share the heart of God
at the heart of the community.

Todays Service
Stewards - Neil / Chris
Prayer Team-Brenda,Pauline & Tom
Music-Michael & Worship Group
Refreshments– Christiana & Favour
Ogwuche
Monday
9.30am
11.00am
1.00pm

11th December
Baby Boogies
Church Open For Tea & Toast
Ladies Fellowship Christmas Lunch at
Rufford Arms
8.00pm
Badminton Group
Tuesday 12th December
2.30pm
NO Ladies Fellowship
6.00pm
Power Station
7.00pm
Norwood School Carol Concert
8.00pm
Matewatchers
Wednesday 13th December
9.30am
Ladies Badminton Group
7.00pm
Junior Badminton Group
Thursday 14th December
10.00am
Parent & Toddler Group
1.00pm
Short Mat Bowls
7.30pm
Worship Group Fellowship
Friday 15th December
6.00pm
Tom Elliott—Christian Comedian
Sunday
17th December
10.30am
Mrs Jean McKenna
Morning Worship
12.30pm
Drama Group After Service
4.00pm
Community Carol Service

Mary & Josephs Journey
to Leyland Road continues.
Please be thinking about
their journey and sign the
Plan in the Coffee Lounge
this morning or speak to
Cathy Rothwell. Thank you
A BIG thank you to
Margaret and all who helped
at the Silver Tea . The food
was excellent as usual and
everyone who attended really enjoyed
themselves.
The soup kitchen will be making up
Christmas parcels for all
who attend. Any items
special for Christmas eg,
chocolates, biscuits, mince
pies etc. will be gratefully
received. Please place in
box at the back of church labelled “Soup
Kitchen” Thank you

Prayer Meetings

Tuesdays in December
7.30am –8.30am at Christ Church
Monday–Friday mornings, ( 01704 536648).If you telephone, and no-one is available, please leave a message on
the answer phone or send Email to:
leyland.road@btopenworld.com
To receive these Church Notices by email,
please contact our Church Office.

Spend some time with
God in Prayer

Prayer Requests to:

Sylvia Nutter (227626) or
Cathy Walker (543002)

Friday 15th December 2017
6pm In Church
Christian Comedian
Suitable for all Ages
Please purchase your tickets today

Tickets £5 Adults—under 16’s free
Available from Phil Robinson, Church
Stewards or the Church Office 01704 536648
Please invite your friends and family to
ensure we have a full audience.

Christmas Services
Community Carol Service
Sunday 17th Dec 4.00pm
refreshments afterwards

Carols In The Warm
Christmas Eve 6pm

refreshments & presents for the
children

Christmas Eve Holy Communion
at 11.30pm a scared space with carols to
take us into Christmas open to all

Christmas Day Family Celebration at
11am just an hour for all ages to enjoy
Thank you for the beautiful
flowers we received from our
friends at Leyland Road,
following the recent death of
our dear friend Jo. Very much
appreciated, Doreen and Sue

“When The Tide Came In”
By Professor Tom Constantine
This is a beautiful story which everyone who is connected with the Church should
read. Please see the display in the coffee
lounge and Church Office. Priced at only £5
Please don't Rush off! Tea,
coffee, biscuit and
warm welcome awaits.
you after the service.

Christmas Cards are now
available in the Coffee
Lounge for delivering
around our Community. If
you can assist please take a
bundle of cards. Thank you
Congratulations to Kate, James and
Family for the safe arrival of
Heidi Joy born on Tuesday
5th December.
Sending Our Love and
Prayers to you all
Debs and family would like to thank our
family at Leyland Road church for their
kindness, care and patience for our mum
(and Nanna) Avril.
It has always been important for her to
attend church which due to her condition
has been a growing challenge. Her
attendance here has been a blessing and
encouragement with some new and
precious memories made.
Thank you all for your part in helping us
to facilitate her being able to come and
participate in worship and fellowship here
and for accepting and welcoming her.
Sadly now, the time has come where she
is happier and more comfortable
remaining in her care home (see Debs for
more details if you wish to visit).
Thank you again, Debs and family

Southport Methodist Circuit Prayers
Wednesday 13th December
At 6.30pm Victoria Methodist Church
All Welcome

Every
Sunday for 0-4 years
A warm welcome to all
children to come
along and play.

